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PASS AGRICULTURE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR/FR 

SUBJECT: GATT ARTICLE XXIII FRENCH QRS 
REF: A. EC BRUSSELS 7466; B. PARIS 21469 

BASED ON DISCUSSIONS WITH AN AG MINISTRY OFFICIAL AND 
CONFIRMED BY REPRESENTATIVE OF IMPORTERS ASSOCIATION, 
GOF POSITION IS THAT APPROVAL OF IMPORT CERTIFICATES 
IS NOT NECESSARILY AS AUTOMATIC A PROCEDURE AS SUGGEST- 
ED IN REFTEL A. AG MINISTRY OFFICIAL POINTS OUT THAT 
CURRENTLY IN GRANTING CERTIFICATES EVEN FOR PRODUCTS 
COMING FROM OTHER EC COUNTRIES AS ITALY, GOF CAN ASK 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROM IMPORTERS. CURRENTLY, 
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THERE IS A PROBLEM IN GOF IN DECIDING WHETHER AG MINIS- 
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TRY OR MINISTRY OF FINANCE (CUSTOMS) WILL BE RESPON- 
SIBLE FOR ISSUING CERTIFICATES. AS THE TWO MINISTERS 
HAVE DIFFERENT VIEWS, DECISION WILL BE FOR PRIME MINIS 
TER WHO IS USUALLY SYMPATHETIC TO FRENCH AGRICULTURAL 
INTERESTS. BECAUSE OF THIS INTERNAL PROBLEM, IT IS 
LIKELY THAT NEW REGULATIONS WILL NOT BE PUBLISHED IN 
FRENCH OFFICIAL JOURNAL UNTIL AFTER PROPOSED EFFECTIVE 
DATES OF EC IMPORT CERTIFICATE SYSTEM. WILL INFORM 
WASHINGTON AND BRUSSELS WHEN PUBLISHED. 

COMMENT: 

FRENCH POSITION REFLECTS RELUCTANCE TO YIELD DECISION 
MAKING TO BRUSSELS. IF AG MINISTRY WINS PRESENT DIS- 
PUTE IN GOF. IT WILL BE IN POSITION TO AT LEAST SLOW 
DOWN GRANTING OF CERTIFICATES. HOWEVER, AS REPORTED 
IN REF TEL B, LOW FRENCH PACK THIS YEAR OF CANNED 
FRUITS MAY ENCOURAGE FLEXIBLE POSITION ON IMPORTS IN 
1975-76. WE BELIEVE IT COULD BE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE 
FOR U.S. TO INTERVENE AT PRESENT IN GOF DECISION MAK- 
ING ON THIS QUESTION. IN CASE OF POSSIBLE LATER 
PROBLEMS IN FRENCH IMPLEMENTATION OF EC IMPORT CERTIF- 
ICATE SYSTEM WE CAN CITE U.S. UNDERSTANDING OF EC 
RULES PER REF TEL A. 

GAMMON 
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